
CHAPTER I1 
THE YOLl..:X'l'EERS OF TIIE CIYIL WAR, 1 61-1 65 (CoNTIN"CED) 

DODD. ' _\ :\'D FORD . ' IXDEPKNDEXT C0)1P AXIES-DODD' COl\1-
P X>. .. Y ~\T YALYERDE-FORD"' )1.ARCH TO FORT !\TJ:OX-COl\1-
p ..lXIES ORDERED TO FOR'l' L 10X-ORGill\IZATIOX OF 'ECO~'TI 
COLORADO IXFAXTR1 , .. OL TX'l'EER '-REGDIENT A' 'E)IBLE. 
AT FORT LYOX-DEP..:c\ RTl""RE OF DODD'' DETACH)IEXT-BAT­
TLES OF CAB IX CREEK AXD IlOXEY PRIXG '-RET RX '1'0 FORT 
GIB 'OX-REGDIEXT ORDERED TO BENTON BARRACK '-OPERA­
TIO:'\ ' OF CO::\IP.AXY F-ORGANIZATION OF THE THIRD OLO­
RADO IKFAXTRY VOLUNTEERS-DIFFIC LTIES OF RE R ITI~G 
-)1.ARCII OF LIEUTEf\A::NT COLONEL CUR'l'IS DETACII)IENT TO 
FORT LEAVE~T\VORTH-OPER. "..TIO::-.l OF THE THIRD COLORADO 
IXFA:'\TRY IN 1111 OT RI-COX OLID.d.TION OF TIIE 'ECO~D 
AXD TIIIRD REGil\fE}.;T -ORG~\XIZATIOX OF THE 'E 01'\D 
COLORADO CA \TXLRY VOL N'l'EER '-OPER.d.TIOX · AGAIX 'T 
TIIE GUERILLA -PRICE'S IX\ .ASIOX OF ::\II' OURI-C.d.)IPAIGN 
OF THE AR)IY OF TIIE BORDER-::\lcL.d.IX' B.d.TTERY. 

Coincident with the organization and mustering in of the Fir t Colorado In­
fantry Yolunteer . t"-o additional companie. were rai. eel in and around 'anon 
City; the e companie were de ignated re pectiYely as ''Captain Theodore H. 
Dodd' Independent Company. Colorado Volunteer ' and "Captain James H . 
Ford' Independent Company, Colorado Yolunteer. ',and were the fir t Colorado 
troops to leave the territory for . ervice in the war for the nion. They were 
mu.tered in to the Federal ervice at Fort Garland, Colorado Territory, on Decem­
ber 1-!th and 21. t. 1 61, re pectively. and were the nuclew· of the econd 'oloraclo 
Infantry \ olunteer . the balance of which wa to be organized later. 

Shortly after mu ter in Dodd' Company wa. ordered to proceed from :B ort 
Garland to 'anta Fe, X. )I., and on arriYal at the latter place further order. were 
receiYed for the company to continue it march doTI"n the Rio Grande Yalley to 
Fort Craig. The Company. 2 officer and 2 enlisted men reached it. de tination 
in time to take part in the hard-fought battle of Valwrde near Fort Craig on 
February 21, 1 62, ''here it acquitted it. elf mo t gallantly and . ufferecl a lo s of 
two killed and twenty-eight wounded. 'l'wi e during the battle the Colorado 
company ,rn. u ·eel to reinforce threatened portions of the union line· once ''ith 
Selden 's battalion of regular to reinforce Colonel Roberts "·ho wa holding the 
Confederate force north of Fort raig on the ea. t bank of the Rio Grande, and 
again to upport )IcRae · battery in it. moYement to the east bank. On the fir t 
occa ion the Texan. mi taking the Colorado Yolunteers for the Kew ::\Ies.ican 
militia charged reckle ly, only to be met by a withering Yolley from the fron­
tiersmen who held their fire until at clo e range. The charge wa. checked abruptl~­
and the onfeclerate retired in confusion. The Colorado \ ohmteer. under fire 
for the first time fought like ea oned wteran . For ome unknown rea on Canby 
ordered ::\IcRae' gun forward and ''ithdrew Selden' upport; the Confederates 
then a saulted the battery furiou. ly and after a terrific .· truggle captured all of 
the Federal "'UDS. The L'nion force retired to Fort Craig, and the next day 
Colonel Scurry and :Major Ochiltree, C. ·. A .. rode to the fort under flag of truce 
to demand it . unender. Canby refused, and 'ibley then continued hi. march 
to the north to finally meet defeat at La Glorieta a:; detailed in the preceding 
chapter. 
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In the meantime Ford· company left Fort Garland on February 4. 1 62 
and. being compelled to cut a roadway through deep ·now practically the entire 
way. did not reach anta Fe until March 4th. Leaving there the following day 
the company reached Fort Union on the 11th and a a part of Colonel lough' 
command participated in the battle in the La Glorieta pa . The company ub-
equently ened with the Fir t Colorado Infantry Volunteers during the pursuit 

of Sibley's force down the Rio Grande valley. 

Following the campaign in Kew Mexico, Dodd ' and Ford ' Independent 
Companie were ordered fir t to Santa Fe, N. l\1., and later to Fort Garland and 
Fort "Union re pectiwl~·. Leanng the latte1· po. t in April, 1 63, both companies 
marched to Fort Lyon, Colo. Terr .. where the new Second Colorado Infantry 
Volunteer were now as embling for the fir t time a an organization. Under the 
provisions of Special Order. No. 32, Headquarter Department of ;\ew :Mexico, 
Fort Craig. N. l\L. dated l\Iay 12, 1 62, the companie had received the letter 
designations of Company A (Dodd 's) and Company B (Ford' ) , Second Colora lo 
Infantry Volunteers. 

On February 17, 1 62, Je e H. LeaYenworth, son of Colonel Henry 
Leavenworth for whom Fort Leavenworth, Kan as, wa named, wru authorized 
by letter from the ecretary of War to rai e in olorado Territory six additional 
companie of volunteer infantry. These companie together with the independent 
companies of Dodd and Ford and the two companie of independent'' di mounted '' 
cavalry of aptain Backu and e:s:ton, were to form the econd Colorado Infan­
try Volunteers of which Leavenworth wa. to be colonel when the regiment wa. 
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mu tered in. The companie. of Backu. and Sexton were lettered and D, re­
spectiYely, but, as noted hapter One. were later tran.·ferred to the Fir:t Colorado 
Cavalry Volunteer , and did not become a part of Second Infantry a finally 
organized. 

Colonel Leavenworth did not reach Denver to begin the work of organizing 
the regiment until May 12, 1 62. Earl~, in June the following de:ignation of 
company commander and recruiting rendez,·ou were made: Company E, Denver. 
Captain J. Xel. on 'mith; Company F, Empire City, Captain Lyman D. Rouell; 
Company G. anon City. Captain William II. Green; Company II. Golden. 'ap­
tain George \ Vest; 'ompany I, Denver. Captain E. D. Boyd; Compan~· K, Denwr. 
Captain . \ \. ·\\ agoner. Lieutenant C. W. Hall and Alexander \\T . Robb ''ere 
promoted Captain of Companie A and B, re pectively. vice T. II . Dodd appointed 
Lieutenant Colonel, and Jame H . Ford, ~1ajor, of the new regiment. Regimental 
headquarters were e tabli bed at Camp ·weld, DenYer and recruiting offices 
opened at the de ignated rendezyou . Recruiting progressed yery .·lo,dy. ~1en 
with job.· were drawing good pay and did not care to enli. t: in addition large 
number: of miner and other idle men left Colorado that ummer for the ne\1-
gold-field in }fontana and Idaho and many othe1" had returned to the 'tate ". 
However. mu. ter in of the newly rai eel companie. (E to K. inclu ·ive ) wa. finally 
accomplU1ed between June 5, 1 62. and January 13. 1 63, at Camp \Veld. Fort 
Dillon, and Fort Lyon. During thi period detachment from the partl~- organized 
companie were called into the field on eYeral occa ion to guard the outlying 
settlements against the operation of band of predatory Indian. who were roaming 
the plain of ea tern olorado and we tern Kan. a . 

In the late ummer of 1 62 Colonel LeaYenwortb "·a. ot·dered to concentrate 
hi regiment at Fort Lyon, and in accordance with the -e instructions the regiment 
(less Companie A B. C. and D) left amp Weld on XoYember 2,5_ 1 ' 62, and 
arrived at Fort Lyon on December 10. 1 62-a march of about 2:1.0 mile.. IIere 
late in ~\.pril, 1 63, Companie A and B joined the regiment (Companies ' and D 
haJ, in the meantime, been transferred to the Fir. t Ca,alry as related above ) . 
and ·everal recruits that had been enh t cl in southern Colorado for the -±th Xe"· 
Mexico Yolunteer "ere no" transferred to the 2nd olorado Infantry to bring 
certain of the companie. up to trength-generally aYeraging 3 officer and 70 
enli ted men. 

Early in 1\Iay, 1 63. Lieutenant Colonel Dodd with a detachment of the 
regiment compo~ed of Companie A, B, E, G. II, and I wa ordered to march 
to Fort Leavemrnrtb. Kan. a for .·talion. IIoweYer. on reaching Fort Rile~-. 
Kan. a.-. the orcler ,,·a. amended, and the detachment directed to mal'ch to Fort 
Scott, Kan. a . Here they were as. ignecl the duty, together with detachment. 
£roll other regiments. of e corting a large goYernment train, of -±00 ".-agon to 
Fort Gibson in the northea. tern part of the Choda\1- ~ation (now in :Jiuskogee 
County. Oklahoma ) . On the "·ay to Fort Gibson the train enconnterecl much 
difficulty in the way of :wollen tream an cl on .July l. 1863, a Confederate forc:e 
wa encountered commanding the fol'd owr Cabin C'rerk. The follo,,·ing clay 
the enemy 'ms attacked bY the Union force. and clriven from the forcl "-ith con-
iderable '10 . . to the Confeclerates in killed. \YOtmdecl. and pri -oner. . Fort Gib:on 

wa. reached on July 5th ''ithout further incident. 

pon arriYal at Fort Gib on Docld · detachment of the 2n l Colorado Yolun­
teen; wa: attached to the command of :Jiajor General .Jame. G. Blunt. "·ho 'ms 
preparing to meet an inYadin"' force of Confederate> under General Douglass IL 
Cooper. Cooper wa. marching np the Arkan. a. riYer on the north ~ide and hi>= 
force wa. e. timated at 6.000. while Blunt had only 2 .. )00. On July 17, L 6:3, the 
t"l>o force . met at Honey . 'prings on Elk 'reek, a small tributary of the ~\.rkam;a. , 
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and in the en uing engagement the Confederate ,..-ere de isiYely defeated with 
a lo s of 150 killed, 400 wounded and about 100 pri. oners. The Union lo wa 
urpri ingly mall, 17 killed and 60 wounded. During the battle Captain Green s 

company of the econd Colorado captured the color of the 29th Te:s:a Volunteer , 
C. ' . .Army. Returning to Fort Gib on on July 19th. Blunt' force remained 
mactiYe until Augu t 20th when they started outh to giYe battle to the 'on­
federate general teele, who had a embled the force of Cabell, Cooper, and 
Stand \\ aitie, under hi command outh of the Canadian riYer about ixty mile.;; 
from Fort Gib on. On the approach of Blunt·· force. teele ·. command retired 
in everal column to Pe1-ryTille, boctaw ~ation. and further outh to the Red 

·war Department map of parts of Kansas, l\Iissouri, Indian Territory (Oklahoma), 
and Arkansas, 1 65-1 70. 1. Fort Larned. 2. Fort Zarah. 3. Little Osage. 4. Fort 
Scott. 5. ::-<ewtonia Battlefield. 6. Cabin Creek Battlefield. 7. Fort Gibson. 8. Fort 

Smith. 9. Honey Springs Battlefield. 10. Perryville. 
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river; the Federal force pursued captured PerryTille on August 25th. and con­
tinued the pur uit to within thirty mile of the Reel Ri,er . In eptember Blunt 
re-occupied Fort mith, Arkansas, and in No\ember the Colorado detachment 
under hi command wa ordered to Benton Barracks, l\1i ·ouri. 

In :M:ay, 1 63 oon after Lieutenant Colonel Dodd and hi detachment bad 
marched from Fort Lyon, Colonel LeaYenwortb and the regimental taff were 
ordered to Fort LeaYenworth Kan a ; later, in July they were ordered to Fort 
Larned, Kan a , where Colonel Lea,enworth wa placed in command of the di -
trict of the anta Fe trail and Arkan as river route. Company F, . 'econd Colo­
rado, had, in the meantime, marched from Fort Lyon to Fort Larned. On Sep­
tember 26, 1 63, Colonel Lea>enworth wa di missed for alleged mi conduct in 
organizing hi r egiment, and of which more will be aid later in this chapter. 
The olonel wa. eYentually re-instated. and then promptly re igned. 

On May 14th Company F wa. ordered to ouncil Grove, and in ~\..ugu t wa 
sent to Kan as City upon receiving new of the burning of Lawrence, Kan a .. 
At thi time two very notorious guerrilla leader . Quantrell and helby. were 
cau ing much trouble in Kansa and l\li ouri, haYing burned the city of Lawrence 
after one of their raid . Company F, econd Colorado Volunteer , participated 
in the pursuit of these band . Of it ervice . Lieutenant Colonel J. H. Haye , 
commanding the tation at Hickman ' ~Iill . }Iissouri. reported: '' aptain 
Rouell ' men are con tautly in the . addle, and with another . uch ·quadron of 
caYalry I belieYe that I can keep thi. ection clear of guerilla ".1 Company 
K , Second Colorado Infantry Volunteers. wa retained on duty at Fort L>·on until 
Iovember, 1 63, when it, too, wa,· ordered to Benton Barracks, :2\Io. 

De pite the fact that the Second Regiment Colorado Infantry Volunteers 
wa not completely organized. in the latter part of 1 62 GoYernor EYans wa 
authorized to recruit a third regiment of infantry in Colorado Territory. "Gen­
eral'' William Larimer of Denver wa to be colonel, and the regiment 'rn to be 
de ignated the Third Colorado Infantry Yolunteer . Recruiting wa very low, 
for labor wa carce and wage were high and Colorado had already furni heel 
a great number of men to the nion army. But the effort to complete the Third 
Infantry '"a undertaken in earne t. and recruiting office were opened in DenYer 
and elsewhere in the territory. By December enough men had been enli. tecl to 
established a camp at old Camp \ Veld, now re-named Camp Elbert in honor of 

. H. Elbert, the Territorial Secretary. Larimer, di heartened with the progre 
of recruitment, resigned, and Lieutenant Colonel . S. urtis took command at the 
camp. Early in February 1 63. five companie. had been recruited and were 
commanded a follow : Company A ( urnmit County ), Captain R. R. Harbour; 
Company B (Arapahoe and Boulder ounties), aptain E. W. King. bury; 
Company (Park and Lake Counties), aptain E. P. Elmer; Company D (Gilpin 
County), Captain G. W. l\1orton; Company E ( !ear Creek ounty ) Captain 
Thoma ~Io. e , Jr. The e companie were a .. em bled at Camp Elbert and mus­
tered in to the. ervice of the -United State. beh,·een January 1-! and ~larch 3, 1 63. 

Order were receind in January. 1 63, for the regiment, or . uth companie 
of it a were mu terecl in. to proceed to Fort LeaYenworth without delay; however, 
inability to obtain transportation for the regiment· upplie and equipage made 
delay neces ary, and the fiye companies did not ·tart their march until }larch 5, 
1 63. On April 23rd, following, the detachment, under command of Lieutenant 
Colonel urti , reached Fort Lea\enwortb. Kan.·a , after a march of about 700 
mile . Leaving Fort Leavenworth on .ilpril 2 th by teamboat, the command 
reached 't . Loui , Mi ouri. on ~fay ~nd, and proceeded thence by rail to ulphur 

1 This company. in compliance with Governor Evan ' s request to the Secretary of War, 
had been furnished mount in September. l 62. 
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prings, l\fo. , arriving the same day. On May 22nd the companie. made a day' 
march to Pilot Knob, Mo., where during the ummer months of 1 63 they were 
occupied in building Fort David on. From Pilot Knob the detachment marched 
to Rolla . }fo .. arrivino- on October 2 th.2 Here they were employed in ordinary 
po t duties and a provo t guard until early in December when order were re­
ceived for the detachment Third Colorado Infantry Volunteer to proceed to 
Benton Barrack , St. Loni , }fo .. for con olidation with the Second Colorado 
Infantry \olunteers to form a regiment of ca>alry. The command reached 
Benton Barrack on December 10, 1 63. 

L'nder the pro-vi ion of Special Order Xo . . 27 and 323 Department of the 
Mis ouri. dated October 11 and Xovember 26. 1 63, re pectively, the econd and 
'l'hird Regiment of Colorado Infantry Volunteer were to be consolidated into 
one regiment. and de ignated the Second Regiment of Colorado Cavalry Volun­
teers. Accordingly, oon after the anival of the detachment from the two regi­
ments at Benton Barrack , con olidation wa accompli bed and the new regiment 
wa equipped and armed a. cavalry. The designation of the companie of the 
new regiment were a follow. : 

New de ignation 

o. A. 2d Colo. Cav. Vol ' 
o. B. 2d Colo. CaY. Vol' 

Co. C, 2d Colo. Cav. Yol 's 
Co. D. 2d Colo. CaY. Yol . 
Co. E. 2d Colo. CaY. Vol ' 

o. F. 2d Colo. Cav. Vol'· 
Co. G. 2c1 'olo. Cav. Vol's 
Co. H. 2d Colo. Cav. Vol' 
Co. I. 2d Colo. Cav. Vol' 
Co. K . 2cl Colo. Cav. Vol' 
Co. L. 2d Colo. Cav. Vol '. 
Co. }I. 2d Colo. CaY. Yol' 

Former de igna ti on 

Co. B 2d Colo. Inf. Vol· 
Co. A, 2d Colo. Inf. Vol' 
Co. E . 2d Colo. Inf. \'" ol' 
Co. F , 2d Colo. Inf. Yol' 
Co. G. 2d Colo. Inf. Vol ' 
Co. H 2d Colo. Inf. Vol's 
Co. I 2d Colo. Inf. Vol s 

o. A, 3d Colo. Inf. Vol 
Co. B. 3d Colo. Inf. Yol' 
Co. C, 3d Colo. Inf. \'"ol 
Co. D, 3d Colo. Inf. Yol' 
Co. E. 3d Colo. Inf . . \,. ol' 

Commanding 

apt. A. W . Robb 
Capt. J. C. W. Hall 
Capt .. Vi'. \Vagoner 
Capt. L. D. Rouell 
Capt. W. H. Green 

apt. Geo. We t 
Capt. E. D. Boyd 

apt. C. F. Holley 
apt. E. W. King. bury 

Capt. E . P. Elmer 
Capt.\. B. Holloway 
Capt. T. }lose . . Jr. 

Company K . 'econd olorado Infantry \ olunteer on arriYal from Fort 
Lyon. and Companie F, G and H Third Colorado Infantry Volunteer which 
had been organized at Camp Elbert after the departure of the five original 
companie. of the regiment and which arrind in Kan a City, ~Io. , early in 
January. 1 6±. were split up and the officer. and enli ted men a. igned to th 
variou companie of the new regiment.3 

The fiel 1 and taff officer of the regiment on organization were a follow : 
olonel Jame H. Ford, commanding; Lieutenant olonel Theodore H. Dodd · 

l\Iajors • 'amuel . urti , J e e L. Pritchard and J. ~ el on mith · 1 t Lieutenant 
and Adjutant, George Baldy; 1st Lieutenant and Reo-imental Quarterma ter 
J ehiel ' . Cook· 1 t Lieutenant and Regimental Commi ary Jame Barrell; Major 
and 'urgeon IrYing J . Pollock; Captain and A . i tant urgeon George . Akin· 
Captain and A i tant uro-eon Duncan }I. Yance; and Chaplain Lewi Hamilton. 
The regiment numbered OYer 1.100 officer. and men and wa composed of the 
ame magnificent material as the Fir t oloraclo Ca,alry Volunteers. 

2 Compan~· D. 3d. Colo rado Infantry Yolunteers. was, on June 27, 1863. temporarily at­
tached to the "Pontoon Battalion" of ~Iajor General Da,·idson·s DiYision, and accompanied hi s 
eO\.J)edition during July and August. 1 63. to Helena, Ark. The compan y r eturned to Pilot J-(:nob 
Mo., on August 7th. ' 

3 Major Pritchard with the nucleus or th e companie had remained at Camp Elbert to 
obtain more r cruits. In the p ring of 1863 a n actiYe campaign to encourage r ecruiting was 
carried on in D~n\'er. Public spirited men and business firm.s contributed sum of money to 
a bounty for recruits. ome of the contrib utions were as follows: "Officer of the Third Regi­
ment. fi\·e hundred dollars: J. . Filmore three hundred dollars: and GoYernor E,·ans, Warren 
Hussey. and Kiskadden and Company. each two hundred dollars.'' 
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oon after the reorganization the regiment wa as igned to duty in the 4th 
sub-di trict of Central 1\fi ouri which compri ed Jack on, Ca s and Bate coun­
tie . Here the regiment was con tantly engaged in fighting guerilla and main­
taining peace among the ciYil inhabitant . 'l'he dut~· 'rn arduou and extremely 
dangerou inasmuch as the troop.- were constantly liable to a sa ination by unseen 
foe "-ho wore no uniform, and who mingled with the civil population after the 
perpetration of their da tardly deed . thu making it extremely difficult to bring 
them to justice. Captain Berthoud . ay in his hi tor~- of the campaign in 1\1i -
ouri. ''Word cannot do ju tice to the horror. of uch warfare; nor can the 

tragedies 'Yhich cruelty, Yiolence. rapine and the wor t pa ion of ciYil war evoked 
in partisan warfare ever be fully known. The worst pa sion. had their full un­
lice11secl range, and in the lawle · career of the leader.- of guerilla band uch a 
Told, Quantrell Ander on, and Yaugban. pity and humanity were unknown". 

On July 6, 1 64, Captain Wagoner with a mall detachment of Company C 
were attacked by Todd ' band of guerilla numbering about 011e hundred men, 
on the Independence-Plea ant Hill road about two miles outh of the Little Blue. 
Captain Wagoner and even of hi men were killed. Later during July a detach­
ment of the reaiment with other troop under Colonel Ford' command made an 
expedition into Platte, Ray, and Clay conntie , }1i . ouri. and fought and di. -
per eel the rebel force under Colonel Thornton at Camden Point on J nly 13. 1 64. 
Four day. later Captain }fo. e with hi~ company. }I. while on a ret:onnai -
sance encountered a rebel force of three hundred men under Thornton near 
Frederick burg. Ray County. l.fo e "-a force 1 to retire with a lo of six 
killed. four wounded and two mi ing. The rebel lo. · wa estimated at ixteen 
killed and twenty-one wounded. During the follo"1ing month rebel activity ub-
iclecl. but the regiment wa. kept con. tantly on the alert and prepared for emer­

gencie . .d.t thi time Indian affair in Colorado were in a critical condition and 
clue to the lack of troop in the territory Gonrnor EYans made repeated reque t 
on the War Department for the return of the econd Colorado Cavalry. How­
ever. the ituation in }1i ouri .. A.rkan a . and Kan. a \\a.' al. o becoming critical 
and it "a deemed aclYi able to retain the regiment in the ea t. 

A.bout the middle of eptember 1 64. Lieutenant General 'terlinO' Price 
"ith a Confederate force of a bout eighteen thousand Yeteran troop began an 
inYa ion of }!is ·ouri with the ultimate objective of defeating the nion force 
in the tate and occupying the principal cities. Price moved fir t on t. Loui , 
but 'Ya. checked by the 'Cnion force under Brigadier General Thoma Ewing at 
Pilot Knob· he then attacked Jeffer. on City, and again uffered rever e. Moving 
we. t toward the riYer counties be capture 1 BooneYille, Gla. aow and edalia, and 
on October 17. 1 64, hi main body wa only thirty-hYO mile ea t of Lexington. 
At thi time the ·econd Colorado Cavah·~- had been ordered to report to the 
Department of Kan«a for actiYe enice again 't the Indian , "hich order were, 
on receipt of the new of Price 's in-va ion, promptly reYokecl. Detachment of 
the regiment were at Fort LeaYenworth, Kan a Ci ty and Independence, with the 
bulk of the command at Plea ant Hill, }fo. Later the regiment wa a igned 
to the Fourth (Ford' ) Brigade. Blunt" (Fir t) Divi. ion, .d.rmy of the Border, 
Jl.fajor General . R. Curti commandina. 

Prompt information of the Confederate adYance was of Tital importance to 
General Curti , and Colonel Ford on October 11. 1 64, concentrated the 'econd 
Colorado CaTalry le . detachments,at Hickman' 1\fill., 1\Io. Detachments were left 
at Plea ant Ilill and Independence, and active reconnai ance wa continued to the 
ea t. On the 16th Blunt' Di\-i. ion (le· Ford Brigade ) commenced the march 
on Lexington . On the 20th Price attacked Blunt at Lexington, forcing the latter 
to withdraw to Independence: 'olonel Thoma }foonlight, 'l'l"ith the 11th Kan a 
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Map of the battle-fields of \\ estport and the Big Blue, October 22 and 23, 1 64. 
( lap from "The Army of the Border" published in 1 65). 
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Cavalry Volunteers 'rn left at the crossing of the Little Blue to cover the retire­
ment. The Confederate advance was continued on the 21st, and at 7 :00 a. m. 
Moonlight wa heavily engaged . Ford's brigade, consi. ting of the Second Colo­
rado aYalry (les detachment ) , Sixteenth Kansa CaYalry and ):foLain ' Colorado 
Battery, a total of about 900 men and six gun , wa at once ent to reinforce the 
Union force on the Little Blue. The battle wa bitterly conte ted and the Federal 
force, greatly outnumbered. wa finally forced to withdraw to Independence. 
The death of )lajor J. ~el on mith durino- the engagement wa a evere blow to 
the Second Colorado Cavalry . Blunt now withdrew hi entire force behind the 
line of the Big Blue from it confluence with the )Ii souri on the north to the 
vicinity of Hickman' Mill on the south. The econd Colorado Cavalry wa left 
on the ea t bank of the riYer and on the roads leading to Independence a. an 
outpost force. 

The 'onfederate entered Independence on October 21. t, and on the 22d 
attacked the Federal force at the Big Blue. Forcing a cro . ing at Byrom' Ford. 
Price '. command eventually compelled the "Cnion force to retire to a line on the 
north bank of Brush Creek just outh of \Yestport. During the engagement 
Captain Green . famous gray-horse company of the econd Colorado did plendid 
ervice again t a rebel force that wa endeavoring to force the Federal north flank 

along the main Kan. a ity road. On October 23, 1 6-±, the Confederate force 
again attacked the Tnion command; both side fought de perately and braYely 
and finally the nion force ucceeded in driving the Confederate from the field. 
The battle of \'\ estport wa the deci ·ive engagement of the campaign, and Price 
wa compelled to retire southward along the )Iis ·onri-Kansas state line with the 
Union force in clo ·e pur nit. Quoting no"· from th '· Record of EYent '' in the 
muster-out roll of the regiment : 

"The ame command (Green squadron ) opened the engagement at We t­
port where it performed it full hare in the glorious re ult. of the clay. ..d.t 
Trading Post. Green'· and King bury' ·quadron opened the fight by clri....-ing 
in the enemy' picket at -± :00 A. 1\1., and this early movement of the advance of 
the 1st Diyj ion precipitated the engagement "-hich prevented the enemy from 
reaching Fort cott, their objective point. Beyond Trading Po. t. in the econd 
fight that marked that day on the ~!arias de Cynge and Little Osage, the ·ame 
gallant quadron were foremost in the charge upon the enemy' · gun , and they 
were in the brilliant cavalry charge at Mine Creek which re ulted in the capture 
of Generals Marmaduke and Cabell. seven gun , and a large body of pri. oner . 
At Kewtonia (Oct. 2 . 1 6-± ), under :M:ajor Pritchard the regiment 'rn in the 
thick of the fight and materially contributed by it audacious braYery to the 
plendicl victory. • • * The regiment joined in the pur uit of the defeated and 

demoralized army of General Price until it retreated aero s the .Arkan. a Ri,er 
into Texa , and then returned to headquarter at Fort LeaYenworth. In hi 
official report of the thirty-eight day ' campaign. )lajor General Curti pre ent 
the roll of honor of tho. e who especially di tingui ·heel them elve in the campaign. 
In the list are the following member of the gallant 2d Colorado: Colonel Jame 
H. Ford; 1ajor J. ~ el on Smith, J. L. Pritchard. and S. S. Curti. ; 'aptain · 
Green, King ·bury Elmer. Boyd. and :M:o. e ; Lieutenants\\. H . Pierce, R. ' . Roe. 
W. Wi e. and J. Fenton eymour; urgeon T . . J. Pollock. and A.;:: i. tant 'urgeon · 
Vance and A.kin.'' 
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GoYernor Evans of Colorado Territory thanked the Colorado troops in the 
following word : '' I thank you in behalf of our common country and e pecially 
of your fellow citizens of olorado Territory, who have heard with pride and 
plea ure the report of your gallant and heroic conduct in the late and bloody 
battle with the rebel ho t under Price. • • •'' 

oon after the return to Fort Leavenworth the three-year terms of ompanie 
A and B expired and they were mu tered out on December 19, 1 64, and January 
2 1 65, re pectively. The balance of the regiment wa ordered to Fort Riley, 
Kan a , during January, 1 65 for ervice again t the Indians in the Di trict of 
the pper A.rkansa . Colonel Ford, now BreYet Brigadier General wa as igned 
to command of the di trict, and in compliance with hi orders the regiment 'rn 
di tributed to po t in the di trict as follow : Field and tafl' and Company D, 
Fort Riley; ompanie C, E, G, and K, Fort Zarah; Companie F , I L ~1, Fort 
Larned; Company H, Fort Ell worth all in Kan a . Later, regimental head­
quarter wa moved to Fort Zarah. The dutie of the regiment during thi period 
of erYice were the inevitable e cort duty to trains, couting for ho tile Indians, 
and an occa ional punitive expedition that generally failed to puni h becau e of 
the elusi•enes of the \\-ily Indian. However, the troop had the pleasure of a 
bru h no"· and then and the ''Record of EYent '' in the regimental muster roll 
mentions fight at Point of Rock . near Fort Larned, and at Cow Creek. 

On eptember th the unit of the regiment commen ed the march to Fort 
Leannworth Kan as, ''here, on eptember :23, 1 65, they were finally mustered 
out of the ervice. The record of the regiment wa an enYiable one, and to make 
a final quotation from the " Record of Event " of the mu ter roll : "The econd 

olorado e tabli hed for it elf a record of which it may ''ell be proud. It wa 
renowned for it bravery and dash, in which re pect it wa excelled by few, if 
any regiment in the ervice.'' 

Throughout the campaign in Mi souri the econd Colorado Cavalry Y olun­
teer were frequently upported by another Colorado unit that al o achieved for 
it elf a most enviable reputation· thi was the Independent Battery olorado 
Artillery \ olunteer . popularly known a "~IcLain' Battery ' . The battery 
wa. originally organized under peculiar circum tance. , and the reader attention 
i again inYited to the letter ()'ranting authority to Colonel Leavenworth to rai e 
the Second Regiment of Colorado Infantry Volunteers, reference to which wa 
made earlier in thi chapter. 

EYidently Colonel LeaYemrnrth mi construed the extent of the authority 
granted him by the aboYe mentioned letter. and in addition to rai in()' a regiment 
of Infantry he proceeded to organize a battery of artillery. Thi at once got 
him into difficultie. with the authoritie at Wa hington, and the following extract 
from pecial Order No. 431. Adjutant General ' Office. War Department, 
Wa hington. D. .. dated eptember 26th, 1 63, give u some idea of ub. equent 
eYent : 

"4. The authority granted February 17th. 1 6:2, from the \Var Depart­
ment, to Je e H. Lea•enwortb. to rai. e or organize a regiment of Yolunteer 
Infantry, in the Territory of Colorado. i hereby reYoked, and for irl'egular and 
deceptiYe conduct in organizing hi. regiment. by giYing or countenancing the 
rai ing an artillery company. "·ithout the authority of the War Department. he i. 
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hereby discharged from all connection with the military en-ice of the Cnited 
States. If mustered into the serYice of the nited tates in any grade. he i 
hereby di honorably mu tered out, from date of muster in, with lo of all pay 
and allowance.. The :Jfajor-General commanding the Department of the Mi .. ouri, 
i charged ·with the prompt execution and promulgation of thi: order. to all 
partie~ concerned.' 

Quite eYidently the '' po"er. that be' ' ''ere in a wrathy mood. but the battery 
wa. actually in exi tence. and had been mu. tered in to the G"nited tate. enice 
at DenYer, C. T., on December 15. 1362. "-ith the follo"\\ing officer. : Captain 
W. D. ~lcLain, 1. t Lieutenant George S. Eayre, and 2nd Lieutenant II. Balc1"·in. 

omething had to be done about it, and ,,.e a<>'ain quote from 'pecial Order 
Xo. 431 in order to show what action wa. taken officially: 

"'27. The following officer. of the '2d Colorado Y olunteer Infantry are 
hereb~- mu. tered out, and dishonorably di. charged the en-ice of the rnitecl 

tates. "·ith los. of all pa~- and allowance . . for making false promi e. to enli ted 
men of their ompany in reference t0 the arm of the . erYice in which the aid 
men were induced to enli. t, ancl for Yiolation of the 1 th Article of \Yar: 

'·Captain W. D. McLain 

'' l t Lieutenant George S . Eayre 

'•2nd Lieutenant II. Baldwin. 

'' 20. Captain :Jic:Lain' Company, 2nd Colorado Yolunteer Infantry. i 
under the special circumstance of the ca e. hereby recognized a an Independent 
Batte1y of Colorndo Yolunteer .A.rtiller~-. ancl i. hereby permanently detached 
from the Infantry organization. 

"The officer. of the company haYing been di.·honorably in the en·ice of the 
United 'tate . the GoYernor of the Territory i. hereby authorized to make new 
appointment for the battery.· · · 

The ne'Y appointments were neYer macle, and on December 16th, 1 63, the 
proYi ions of Special Order Xo. 431 were set a. ide. Captain McLain and Lieu­
tenants Ea~·re ancl Balchvin were re-commissioned in their original grade and 
a ignment: on January 1'2, 1 6±. Colonel I1eaYenworth as before tatecl wa later 
al. o reim:tatecl. but did not again join hi. regiment. 

The battery performed garri~on duty in Colorado t'ntil the pring of 1 64, 
when it wa. ordered to Foi·t Larned, Kan. ·a . On :Jiay 16. 1 6±. at a point on the 

moky Ilill Fork knmYD a Big Bu he·, the battery and it e. cort were attacked 
by a force of Cheyenne Indian numbering between four and five hundred war­
rior , and after a fight la ting oYer even hour. dr°'·e them from the field with a 
lo · of three chiefs and twenty-five warriors. The lo . . of the battery wa four 
killed anrl three wo~mcled. 

During General Pri ~ e ·. inrn. ion of :\Ii .. ouri the battery rendered brilliant 
enice. It wa. attached to the -!th (Ford' ) Brigade of Blunt Di vi ion. and 

took an important part in all the important engagement from Lexington. Mo. 
to the operation about Fa~·etteville, Ark .. where. a. preYiously noted, Price 
retired acros the Arkan>=a . Frequent referen ·e to the en·ices of the battery 
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appear in Hinton' "Army of the Border' ·. and from "hich I quote the follo"ing 
extract : (Battle of the Little Blue)-" placing )foLain · · battery in po ition to 
check the rebel advance aero a deep raYine. even hundred yards to our front. 
The place tlm de ignated wa in immediate range of a four-gun battery. The 
Colorado boy unlimbered "ith great rapidity, and getting in battery, commenced 
sho"ing the quality of their metal. 'l'heir firing "a quick and accurate. and in 
a very few minute ·. 'Johnny Reb ' "\\ere glad to get out of that· three gun being 
withdra"\\Il and one abandoned, though afterward reco,ered by the enemy. Pri -
oner declared that the fire of our gun wa o de tructiYe a. to wound nearly 
eYery hor e, and compel the men to run the gun off by hand, with a con iderable 
lo in killed and w·ounded. The firing again t the rebel gun wa. directed by 
1 t Lieutenant G. '. Eayre. commandinO' right section. The left and centre "\\ere 
directed again t a heavy dismounted force. which "-a achancing upon our left. 
After ten minute rapid firing, by direction of General 'urti , the batten~ fell 
back. their po ition beinO' too expo ed. ' 

(Battle of W e tport)-"A O'eneral charge wa. now ordered . **'~ 'l'he -!th 
BriO'ade, under Colonel Forcl. al. o formed. and charged imultaneou ly, the gun 
da bing well up to the front (McLain with two sec:tion . . :finding him elf with 
c<mi ter only. had advanced at the top of hi. hor e' ·peed and took po. ition in 
front ) ; Dodge and )fcLain pouring in heavy charges, ,.,-hich told upon the now 
,,-:i vering rebel line · the little howitzer. charging and firing at the front of our 
:stirmi hing lines. '' 

The battery wa armed with five 3 inch rifled guns and one mountain howitzer. 
an rl de pite the fac:t that it ,,a. in the thick of eYery battle participated in by the 
Army of the Border it ca ualty li t wa mall, amounting to only fiye killed and 
\YOtmded out of 116 men with which it entered on the campaign. aptain )fcLain 
cmd Lieutenant Eayre and Beach were pecially commended in order by )lajor 
General Curti . The enice of the battery sub equent to the campaign in 
:.\Ii ouri wa. uneventful and it wa ' finally mustered out at Fort Lea Yenworth. 
Kan a., on August 31, 1865. 


